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AN ACT to renumber 25.304 (5); to amend 29.184 (1) (b), 29.184 (6) (b) 1., 29.235
(1), 29.563 (2) (a) 4., 29.563 (2) (a) 5g., 29.563 (2) (a) 8m., 29.563 (2m), 29.563
(4) (a) 1m., 29.563 (4) (a) 2m., 29.563 (4) (b) 1m., 29.563 (4) (b) 2m., 29.593 (1)
(a), 169.20 (1) (a), 169.20 (2) (a) and 169.33 (2) (d); to repeal and recreate
29.304 (5) (title); and to create 29.304 (4m), 29.304 (5) (b) and 29.592 of the
statutes; relating to: age—specific restrictions on hunting and possessing a
firearm; requirements for obtaining a hunting certificate of accomplishment;

establishing a hunting mentorship program; and granting rule-making

authority. .
IS

29

under the age of 12. Current law allows persong who at least 12 years old but
under the age of 16 to hunt and possess a firearm butifmposes certain restrictions
that vary depending on the person’s age. Current law also requires, with certain
exceptions, that every person who obtains a hunting approval must have a certificate
of accomplishment issued by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) indicating
that he or she has successfully completed the hunter education program or bow
hunter education program established by DNR.
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This bill establishes a hunting mentorship program that creates an exception \‘x
to the general requirement that a person obtain a certificate of accomplishmentto _ j i
obtain a hunting approval. The bill authorizes a person who is at least ears o

age to hunt without obtaining a certificate of accomplishment and to possess or

control a firearm while hunting if the person has a valid hunting approval and is

hunting with a qualified mentor. The bill also authorizes DNR to promulgate rul /

lowering the minimum age at which a person may hunt with a qualifying menm@/

Under the hunting mentorship program established in the bill, to qualify as a

mentor, a person must be 18 years'of age or older and be the parent or guardian of

the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor or be authorized by the parent

or guardian to serve as the mentor. The bill provides that at all times when serving

as a mentor, the mentor must be within arm’s reach of the person for whom he or she

is serving as a mentor, must have a current valid hunting approval, and must have

obtained a certificate of accomplishment or be exempt from the requirement to obtain
/%gt1flcate of accomplishment. The bill provides that a mentor may take only one

person hunting at é’ﬁ‘fﬁ@ The bill also requires DNR to issue to each person to whom
DNR issues a hunting approval a pamphlet that contains hunter safety information

if the person is not required to obtain a certificate of accomplishment and is
authorized to hunt with a mentor.

This bill creates a target practice exception to the restrictions that apply to
firearm possession by persons who are under a specified age. The bill provides that
those age restrictions do not apply to a person who uses a firearm in target practice
if the person is accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person who is
at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

an appendix to this bill.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

o,

CTioN 1. 29.18
29.184 (1) (b) inor” means a person who\is at least+2\/<§ars of age, or the age

(1) (b) of the sta‘{t}tes is amended to read

L
{
i

specified by the departmient by rule under s. 29.5 W whichever age is lower., but /

under 18 years of age. ——

SECTION 2. 29.184 (6) (b) 1. of the statutes,is amended to read:

V 10

3
4
5
| @ 29.184 (6) (b) 1. The applicant is at Ieast 'i% ears old_or the age spemﬁed by
v ’”’“““‘““”""“””"“::*»
7 5Y.
8




- @® -

ﬂ@m

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

2007 - 2008 Legislature ~3- K

SENATE BILL 472 SECTION 3

29.235 (1) Issuanck. A resident conservation patron license shall be issued
|0

cnma

subject to ss. 29.024 and 54.25 (2) (¢) 1. d. by the department to any resident ‘l-z'%;ﬂj:ear

%

v v i o)
old or older, or the age specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592 {g\ ——
/i

whichever age is lower. and who applies for the license. A nonresident conservation

patron license shall be issued subject to s. 29.024 by the department to any person

ie. v v
%ears old or older,_or the age specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592 ————

L

/- iﬂ%f;w T nd {
(5)_ whichever age is lower, who is not a resident, and who applies for the license./” [~ 7

! v AT

SEcTION 4. 29.304 (4m) of the statutes is created to read:

29.304 (4m) HUNTING MENTORSHIP PROGRAM. The prohibitior\iﬁpecified in sub.
v v v
(1) (a) and the restrictions specified in subs. (1) (b) to (d), (2), and (3) do not apply to

a person who is hunting with a mentor and who complies with the requirements
v
specified under s. 29.592. o

SECTION 5. 29.304 (5) (title) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

29.304 (5) (title) EXCEPTIONS.

SECTION 6. 29.304 (5) of the statljges is renumbered 29.304 (5) (a).

SECTION 7. 29.304 (5) (b) of the sgtutes is created to read:

29.304 (5) (b) The restrictions on the possession or control of a firearm under
sub. (l)vftlo not apply to a person using a firearm in target practice if he or she is
accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person at least 18 years of age

who is designated by the parent or gyardiam.

SECTION 8. 29.563 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 4. Small game issued to 12-year—olds-te-17—year—olds persons

who are younger than 18 years of age: $6.25.
W

SECTION 9. 29.563 (2) (a) 5g. of the statutes is amended to read:
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SENATE BILL 472 SECTION 9

29.563 (2) (a) 5g. Deer issued tow persons who are

younger than 18 years of e;/g_e_: $17.25.

SEecTION 10. 29.563 (2) (a) 8m. 6‘{ the statutes is amended to read:
29.563 (2) (a) 8m. Archer issued to 12—year—elds-te-17-year-olds persons who

are younger than 18 Vea}‘f; of age: $17.25.

SEcCTION 11. 29.563 (Zm) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2m) HUNTING APPROVALS FOR CERTAIN NONRESIDENTS. The fees for

e
hunting approvals for a 12-te-1#year—eld person who is younger than 18 years of age.

who is not a resident, and who exhibits proof that his or her parent is a resident shall
be the same as the fees for hunting approvals for residents under sub. (2) (a) and (c).

SEcTION 12. 29.563 (4) (a) 1m. okf/ihe statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (a) Im. Sports issued to 12-year—elds-to-17—year—olds persons who
e
are younger than 18 years of age: $32.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s

option. v
SEcTION 13. 29.563 (4) (a) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (a) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12-year—elds-to-17—year—olds

v
persons who are younger than 18 vears of age: $70.25 or a greater amount at the

applicant’s option.
SEcTION 14. 29.563 (4) (b) 1m. of the statutes is amended to read:
29.563 (4) (b) Im. Sports issued to 12—year—elds-to-17—year—olds persons who

v
are younger than 18 vears of age: $33.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s

option.

v
SecTiON 15. 29.563 (4) (b) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:
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SENATE BILL 472 SECTION 15
1 29.563 (4) (b) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12—-year—elds-te-17—year—olds
v
2 persons who are younger than 18 years of age: $72.25 or a greater amount at the
3 applicant’s option.
L
SecTioN 16. 29.592 of the statutes is created to read: \
)~ lp
29.592 Hunting mentorship program. (1) A person who is at least [years
v Ve (b
of age, or the age specified by the department by rule under sub. {f(’%},’/whichever age
S ;%
7 is lower, may }mnt in this state without obtaining a certificate of accomplishment
14
8 under s. 29.591 and may, while hunting, possess or control a firearm if all of the

9 following apply:

10 (@) At all times when hunting, the person is within arm’s reach of a mentor who
11 meets the qualifications under Sub.v(jZ).

12 (b) The person holds a hunting approval.

13 (2) No person may serve as a qualified mentor for a hunter unless the person
14 meets all of the following requirements:

15 (@) The person is 18 yea;’; of age or older.

16 (b) The person is the parent or gﬁardian of the person for whom he or she is
17 serving as a mentor or is authorized by the parent or guardian to serve as a mentor.
18 This requirement does not apply to a person serving as a mentor for a person who
19 is 18 years of age or older.

20 (¢) At all times when serving as a mentor, the person is within arrﬁi reach of
21 the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor.

22 (d) The person has been issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 2‘;’591,
23 or under s. 29.5:;5 if the person is serving as a mentor for hunting gik, unless the
24 person was born before January 1, 19%, and is not required to obtain a certificate

25 of accomplishment.
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SENATE BILL 472 SECTION 16

'
(e) The person holds a current valid hunting approval.
v

(3) A mentor under this section may take only one person, for whom he or she

is servin%as a mentor, hunting at a time.

v v
@’g he department shalil issue to each person to whom the department issues
— (53 v

a hunting approval a pamphlet, developed by the department, that contains hunter

safety information if the person is not required to obtain a certificate of
v
accomplishment under s. 29.591 and is authorized to hunt with a mentor under this
v
section.
AR
re (b} =&~
iThe department may. promulgatekrul&éf lowering the minimum age specified

i e R

o’

in sub (1) for purposes of tth sectlm

v
SEcTION 17. 29.593 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read: y

29.593 (1) (a) Except as provided under subs. (2), (2m) and (3) and s. 29.592 (1),

v R
no person born on or after January 1, 1973, may obtain any approval authorizing
hunting unless the person is issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 29.591.

SecTION 18. 169.20 (1) (a) of the s&‘e{tutes is amended to read:

169.20 (1) (@) The department shall issue a bird dog training license to any
v

individual who is at least 12 years of age. or the age specified by the department by
v s (L)

is lower, and who files a proper application

A

and whe pays the applicable fee. /(//f/g& set -19

4
SEcTION 19. 169.20 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

169.20 (2) (a) The department shall issue a hound dog training license to any
v’
individual who is at least 12 {ears of age. or the age specified by the department b
ALY Files a proped afplica’
rule under s. 29. 592 ? \/whichever age is lower, and who(pays the applicable fee.

SECTION 20. 169.33 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

S
el X

E/% ﬁgimf‘ f?
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SENATE BILL 472 SECTION 20

169.33 (2) (d) An individual who applies for a bird dog training license or a

hound dog training license shall be at least 12 years of age, or the age specified by

the department by rule under s. 29.592 (5). whichever age is 10wer6 [Tnsert /
A > ]
(END) | T1-3 /

N S
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INSERT 2-1
,i/f’
1 SECTION 1. 29.063 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:
2 29.063 (5) The department may exempt deer hunters from obtaining a license

<o

under this chapter for the hunting of deer in an area that the department has
designated by rule as a chronic wasting disease control zone. Deer hunters that are
e
exempted under this subsection shall be at least 12 10 years of age, or the age
v

v
specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever is lower, except

that a person born on or after January 1, 1973, may not hunt deer under this

subsection unless he or she complies with ss. 29.304 and 29.593. The department

O o a3 & Ot b

shall by rule establish eligibility criteria and application procedures for receipt of an
10 exemption under this subsection, including a method for obtaining a permit to hunt
11 deer without a license under this subsection. A deer hunter who is exempted under
12 this subsecti‘cgl and whoisunder 12 eg;s of age is subject to the restrictions specified

v
13 under s. 29.592.

History: 2001 a. 108; 2005 a. 286.
INSERT 2-7

14 /}ﬁi{}/ . If the applicant is under 12 vears of age, the applicant is subject to the

v
15 restrictions specified under s. 29.5926/

INSERT 3-7
A\ >
16 , A conservation patron license issued to a person who is under 12 vears of age:s
, Vv
17 is subject to th restrictions s ecified under s. 29.592.

INSERT 6-3
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&\i/ (4) A person who is authorized to hunt with a mentor under this sectionfjand
v
2 a mentor under this section with whom that person hunts may jointly have only one
3 firearm in their possession or control while hunting.

10
11

INSERT 6-19

e v v
ﬂ{)‘:ﬁ/ If the department issues a bird dog training license to an individual who is

under 12 years of age, the individual is subject to the restrictions specified under s.
4

29.592.

INSERT 6-23

Vx’ 4
o h If the department issues a hound do %inin license to an individual who is

under 12 vears of age, the individual is subject to the restrictions specified under s.
v

29.592.

INSERT 7-3

N6 a . _If the applicant is under 12 vears of age, the applicant is subject to the

restrictions specified under s. 29.592
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As requested, this draft is based upon the hunting mentorship provisions included in
last session’s budget bill. In addition to the changes that you requested, I have made
a few additional minor changes in this versiop of the draft for purposes of clarity. This
draft includes an amendment to s. 29.063 (5) which concerns hunting in chronic
wasting disease zones. If you do not want to let mentored youth hunt in these zones,
please let e know and \;will take ou} this prov\j/sion. Also, in the treatment of ss.
29.063 (5), 29.184 (6) (b) 1., 29.235 (1), 169.20 (1) (a) and (2) (a), and 169.33 (2) (d), I
have added language to make clear that if DNR issues a license under any of those
provisions to a person under 12 years of age, the person must comply with the

requirements of the mentorship program. o .
_ T e N A
sase-also note that 1 yave changed t}me minimuin age for issuing licenses under ss. X/
169.20 (1) (ajand (2) (a)’and 169.33 (2) (d) to 10 years of age. This change was not made
in the draft incorperated in last session’s budget bill\ I think that this change is
necessary to be consisteitt-with other provisions of the draft that lower the licensing
age for those persons hunting wnder the mentorship program. Do you agree?

—1

Finally, you might want to consider having a delayed effective date for this draft to give
DNR time to print the required pamphlet under this draft and to make any necessary
changes to their license application and other forms.

Please review this entire draft closely to ensure that all of the provisions in the draft
are consistent with your intent. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions
with regard to this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.wisconsin.gov
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February 20, 2009

As requested, this draft is based upon the hunting mentorship provisions included in
last session’s budget bill. In addition to the changes that you requested, I have made
a few additional minor changes in this version of the draft for purposes of clarity. This
draft includes an amendment to s. 29.063 (5) which concerns hunting in chronic
wasting disease zones. If you do not want to let mentored youth hunt in these zones,
please let me know and I will take out this provision. Also, in the treatment of ss.
29.063 (5), 29.184 (6) (b) 1., 29.235 (1), 169.20 (1) (a) and (2) (a), and 169.33 (2) (d), I
have added language to make clear that if DNR issues a license under any of those
provisions to a person under 12 years of age, the person must comply with the
requirements of the mentorship program.

Finally, you might want to consider having a delayed effective date for this draft to give
DNR time to print the required pamphlet under this draft and to make any necessary
changes to their license application and other forms.

Please review this entire draft closely to ensure that all of the provisions in the draft
are consistent with your intent. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions
with regard to this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.wisconsin.gov



o

© 0w 3 O Ot s~ W N

State of Wisronsin

2009 - 2010 LEGISLATURE LRB-1558/1
RNK:kjf:md

2009 BILL

AN ACT to renumber 29.304 (5); to amend 29.063 (5), 29.184 (6) (b) 1., 29.235
(1), 29.563 (2) (a) 4., 29.563 (2) (a) bg., 29.563 (2) (a) 8m., 29.563 (2m), 29.563
(4) (a) 1m., 29.563 (4) (a) 2m., 29.563 (4) (b) 1m., 29.563 (4) (b) 2m., 29.593 (1)
(a), 169.20 (1) (a), 169.20 (2) (a) and 169.33 (2) (d); to repeal and recreate
29.304 (5) (title); and fo create 29.304 (4m), 29.304 (5) (b) and 29.592 of the
statutes; relating to: age-specific restrictions on hunting and possessing a
firearm; requirements for obtaining a hunting certificate of accomplishment;
establishing a hunting mentorship program; and granting rule-making

authority.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law generally prohibits hunting and firearm possession by any person
under the age of 12. Current law allows a person who is at least 12 years old but
under the age of 16 to hunt and possess a firearm but imposes certain restrictions
that vary depending on the person’s age. Current law also requires, with certain
exceptions, that every person who obtains a hunting approval must have a certificate
of accomplishment issued by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) indicating
that he or she has successfully completed the hunter education program or bow
hunter education program established by DNR.
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This bill establishes a hunting mentorship program that creates an exception
to the general requirement that a person obtain a certificate of accomplishment to
obtain a hunting approval. The bill authorizes a person who is at least 10 years of
age to hunt without obtaining a certificate of accomplishment and to possess or
control a firearm while hunting if the person has a valid hunting approval and is
hunting with a qualified mentor. The bill also authorizes DNR to promulgate a rule
lowering the minimum age at which a person may hunt with a qualifying mentor but
prohibits that rule from taking effect for at least six years after this bill takes effect.

Under the hunting mentorship program established in the bill, to qualify as a
mentor, a person must be 18 years of age or older and be the parent or guardian of
the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor or be authorized by the parent
or guardian to serve as the mentor. The bill provides that at all times when serving
as a mentor, the mentor must be within arm’s reach of the person for whom he or she
is serving as a mentor, must have a current valid hunting approval, and must have
obtained a certificate of accomplishment or be exempt from the requirement to obtain
a certificate of accomplishment. The bill provides that a mentor may take only one
person hunting at a time and specifies that a mentor and a person who is hunting
with a mentor may jointly have only one firearm while hunting. The bill also requires
DNR toissue to each person to whom DNR issues a hunting approval a pamphlet that
contains hunter safety information if the person is not required to obtain a certificate
of accomplishment and is authorized to hunt with a mentor.

This bill creates a target practice exception to the restrictions that apply to
firearm possession by persons who are under a specified age. The bill provides that
those age restrictions do not apply to a person who uses a firearm in target practice
if the person is accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person who is
at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.063 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.063 (5) The department may exempt deer hunters from obtaining a license
under this chapter for the hunting of deer in an area that the department has
designated by rule as a chronic wasting disease control zone. Deer hunters that are
exempted under this subsection shall be at least 12 10 years of age, or the age
specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever is lower, except

that a person born on or after January 1, 1973, may not hunt deer under this
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subsection unless he or she complies with ss. 29.304 and 29.593. The department
shall by rule establish eligibility criteria and application procedures for receipt of an
exemption under this subsection, including a method for obtaining a permit to hunt
deer without a license under this subsection. A deer hunter who is exempted under

this subsection and who is under 12 years of age is subject to the restrictions specified

under s. 29.592.

SECTION 2. 29.184 (6) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:
29.184 (6) (b) 1. The applicant is at least 12 10 years old, or the age specified

by the department by rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever age is lower. Ifthe applicant

is under 12 years of age, the applicant is subject to the restrictions specified under

SEcTION 3. 29.235 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
29.235 (1) IssuANCE. A resident conservation patron license shall be issued
subject to ss. 29.024 and 54.25 (2) (¢) 1. d. by the department to any resident 12 10

years old or older, or the age specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592 (6),

whichever age is lower, and who applies for the license. A nonresident conservation
patron license shall be issued subject to s. 29.024 by the department to any person

12 10 years old or older, or the age specified by the department by rule under s. 29.592

(6), whichever age is lower, who is not a resident, and who applies for the license.

A conservation patron license issued to a person who is under 12 years of age is

subject to the restrictions specified under s. 29.592.

SECTION 4. 29.304 (4m) of the statutes is created to read:
29.304 (4m) HUNTING MENTORSHIP PROGRAM. The prohibition specified in sub.

(1) (a) and the restrictions specified in subs. (1) (b) to (d), (2), and (3) do not apply to
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BILL SECTION 4
a person who is hunting with a mentor and who complies with the requirements
specified under s. 29.592.

SECTION 5. 29.304 (5) (title) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

29.304 (5) (title) EXCEPTIONS.

SECTION 6. 29.304 (5) of the statutes is renumbered 29.304 (5) (a).

SECTION 7. 29.304 (5) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

29.304 (5) (b) The restrictions on the possession or control of a firearm under
sub. (1) do not apply to a person using a firearm in target practice if he or she is
accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person at least 18 years of age
who is designated by the parent or guardian.

SECTION 8. 29.563 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 4. Small game issued to 12-year-oldsto-17-year-olds persons

who are younger than 18 years of age: $6.25.
SECTION 9. 29.563 (2) (a) 5g. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 5g. Deer issued to 12-year-oldstol17-year—~olds persons who are

younger than 18 years of age: $17.25.
SECTION 10. 29.563 (2) (a) 8m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 8m. Archer issued to 12-year—oldsto-17-year-olds persons who

are younger than 18 years of age: $17.25.
SECTION 11. 29.563 (2m) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2m) HUNTING APPROVALS FOR CERTAIN NONRESIDENTS. The fees for

hunting approvals for a 12to-17year-old person who is younger than 18 years of age,

who is not a resident, and who exhibits proof that his or her parent is a resident shall
be the same as the fees for hunting approvals for residents under sub. (2) (a) and (c¢).

SEcCTION 12. 29.563 (4) (a) 1m. of the statutes is amended to read:
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BILL SECTION 12

29.563 (4) (a) 1m. Sports issued to 12-year-olds-te-17-year—olds persons who
are younger than 18 yvears of age: $32.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s
option.

SECTION 13. 29.563 (4) (a) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (a) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12-year-oldsto17-year-olds
persons who are younger than 18 years of age: $70.25 or a greater amount at the

applicant’s option.

SEcCTION 14. 29.563 (4) (b) 1m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (b) 1m. Sports issued to 12-year-oldsto-17-year-olds persons who
are younger than 18 vears of age: $33.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s
option.

SECTION 15. 29.563 (4) (b) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (b) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12-year—oldsto17—year-olds
persons who are younger than 18 years of age: $72.25 or a greater amount at the
applicant’s option.

SECTION 16. 29.592 of the statutes is created to read:

29.592 Hunting mentorship program. (1) A person who is at least 10 years
of age, or the age specified by the department by rule under sub. (6), whichever age
is lower, may hunt in this state without obtaining a certificate of accomplishment
under s. 29.591 and may, while hunting, possess or control a firearm if all of the
following apply:

(a) At all times when hunting, the person is within arm’s reach of a mentor who
meets the qualifications under sub. (2).

(b) The person holds a hunting approval.
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(2) No person may serve as a qualified mentor for a hunter unless the person
meets all of the following requirements:

(a) The person is 18 years of age or older.

(b) The person is the parent or guardian of the person for whom he or she is
serving as a mentor or is authorized by the parent or guardian to serve as a mentor.
This requirement does not apply to a person serving as a mentor for a person who
is 18 years of age or older.

(c) At all times when serving as a mentor, the person is within arm’s reach of
the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor.

(d) The person has been issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 29.591,
or under s. 29.595 if the person is serving as a mentor for hunting elk, unless the
person was born before January 1, 1973, and is not required to obtain a certificate
of accomplishment.

(e) The person holds a current valid hunting approval.

(3) A mentor under this section may take only one person, for whom he or she
is serving as a mentor, hunting at a time.

(4) A person who is authorized to hunt with a mentor under this section, and
a mentor under this section with whom that person hunts may jointly have only one
firearm in their possession or control while hunting.

(6) The department shall issue to each person to whom the department issues
a hunting approval a pamphlet, developed by the department, that contains hunter
safety information if the person is not required to obtain a certificate of
accomplishment under s. 29.591 and is authorized to hunt with a mentor under this

section.
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(6) The department may promulgate a rule lowering the minimum age
specified in sub. (1) for purposes of this section. A rule promulgated under this
subsection may not take effect before the first day of the 73rd month beginning after
the effective date of this subsection .... [LRB inserts date].

SEcCTION 17. 29.593 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.593 (1) (a) Except as provided under subs. (2), (2m) and (3) and s. 29.592 (1),
no person born on or after January 1, 1973, may obtain any approval authorizing
hunting unless the person is issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 29.591.

SECTION 18. 169.20 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

169.20 (1) (a) The department shall issue a bird dog training license to any
individual who is at least 12 years of age, or the age specified by the department by
rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever age is lower, and who files a proper application
and whe pays the applicable fee. If the department issues a bird dog training license

to an individual who is under 12 vears of age, the individual is subject to the

restrictions specified under s. 29.592.
SECTION 19. 169.20 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

169.20 (2) (a) The department shall issue a hound dog training license to any

individual who is at least 12 years of age, or the age specified by the department by

rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever age is lower, and who files a proper application

and whe pays the applicable fee. If the department issues a hound dog training

license to an individual who is under 12 years of age, the individual is subject to the

restrictions specified under s. 29.592.

SEcCTION 20. 169.33 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:
169.33 (2) (d) An individual who applies for a bird dog training license or a

hound dog training license shall be at least 12 years of age, or the age specified by
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the department by rule under s. 29.592 (6), whichever age is lower. If the applicant

is under 12 vears of age, the applicant is subject to the restrictions specified under

s. 29.592.

(END)
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1 AN ACT to renumber and amend 29.304 (5); to amend 29.063 (5), 29.184 (6)

2 (b) 1., 29.235 (1), 29.304 (1) (b), 29.304 (2) (a), 29.304 (2) (b) 1.,29.304 (3) (a) 1.,
3 29.304 (3) (b) 1., 29.563 (2) (a) 4., 29.563 (2) (a) 5g., 29.563 (2) (a) 8m., 29.563
4 (2m), 29.563 (4) (a) 1m., 29.563 (4) (a) 2m., 29.563 (4) (b) 1m., 29.563 (4) (b) 2m.,
5 29.593 (1) (a), 169.20 (1) (a), 169.20 (2) (a) and 169.33 (2) (d); and o create
6 29.304 (4m), 29.304 (5) (b) and 29.592 of the statutes; relating to: the
7 minimum age for hunting and for possessing a firearm, restrictions on hunting
8 and on possessing a firearm while hunting, establishing a hunting mentorship
9 program, and granting rule-making authority.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill makes various changes to the laws relating to restrictions on hunting
and firearm possession and establishes a hunting mentorship program.
Accompaniment by parent or guardian

Under current law, a person who is the minimum hunting age but under the age
of 16 may hunt or have a firearm in his or her possession or control if the person is
accompanied by a parent or guardian and if he or she meets certain other
requirements. This bill specifies that such a person may also hunt or have a firearm
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in his or her possession or control if the person is accompanied by an individual who
is at least 18 years old and who has been designated by the person’s parent or
guardian.

Mentorship program

Current law requires, with certain exceptions, that every person who obtains
a hunting approval must have a certificate of accomplishment issued by the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) indicating that he or she has successfully
completed the hunter education program or bow hunter education program
established by DNR. Current law also generally prohibits hunting and firearm
possession by any person under the age of 12. For persons who are at least 12 years
old, but under the age of 16, current law allows hunting and firearm possession but
imposes certain restrictions that vary depending on the person’s age.

This bill creates a new exception to the general requirement that a person
obtain a certificate of accomplishment in order to obtain a hunting approval. The bill
also lowers the minimum hunting age from 12 years of age to ten years of age for
persons who hunt under the hunting mentorship program established in this bill.
The bill authorizes a person who is at least ten years of age to hunt without obtaining
a certificate of accomplishment and to possess or control a firearm while hunting if
the person has a valid hunting approval and is hunting with a qualified mentor.

Under the hunting mentorship program, to qualify as a mentor, a person must
be 18 years of age or older and be the parent or guardian of the person for whom he
or she is serving as a mentor or be authorized by the parent or guardian to serve as
the mentor. The bill provides that at all times when serving as a mentor, the mentor
must be within arm’s reach of the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor,
must have a current valid hunting approval, and must have obtained a certificate of
accomplishment or be exempt from the requirement to obtain a certificate of
accomplishment. The bill provides that a mentor may take only one person hunting
at a time and specifies that a mentor and a person who is hunting with the mentor
may jointly have only one firearm or crossbow while hunting.

Other provisions

Under current law, a person who is 12 years of age or older may possess or
control a firearm and may hunt with a firearm or bow and arrow on that person’s land
or on land owned by his or her family if no license is required and if the firing of
firearms is permitted on that land. This bill allows such a person also to hunt with
a crossbow on that land.

The bill also creates a new exception to the general restrictions that apply to
firearm possession by persons who are under a specified age. The bill provides that
those age restrictions do not apply to a person who uses a firearm in target practice
if the person is accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person who is
at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian.
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.063 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.063 (5) The department may exempt deer hunters from obtaining a license
under this chapter for the hunting of deer in an area that the department has
designated by rule as a chronic wasting disease control zone. Deer hunters that are
exempted under this subsection shall be at least 12 10 years of age, except that a
person born on or after January 1, 1973, may not hunt deer under this subsection
unless he or she complies with ss. 29.304 and 29.593. A deer hunter exempted under

this subsection who is under 12 years of age is subject to the restrictions specified

under s. 29.592. The department shall by rule establish eligibility criteria and

application procedures for receipt of an exemption under this subsection, including
a method for obtaining a permit to hunt deer without a license under this subsection.
SECTION 2. 29.184 (6) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:
29.184 (6) (b) 1. The applicant is at least 12 10 years old. If the applicant is

under 12 vears of age, the applicant is subject to the restrictions specified under s.

29.692.

SECTION 8. 29.235 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.235 (1) ISSUANCE. A resident conservation patron license shall be issued
subject to ss. 29.024 and 54.25 (2) (¢) 1. d. by the department to any resident 12 10
years old or older who applies for the license. A nonresident conservation patron
license shall be issued subject to s. 29.024 by the department to any person 12 10

years old or older who is not a resident, and who applies for the license. A
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conservation patron license issued to a person who is under 12 years of age is subject

to the restrictions specified under s. 29.592.

SECTION 4. 29.304 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.304 (1) (b) Restrictions on possession or control of a firearm. No person
under 12 years of age may have in his or her possession or control any firearm unless
he or she is enrolled in the course of instruction under the hunter education program
and he or she is carrying the firearm in a case and unloaded to or from that class
under the supervision of -a- his or her parent or guardian, or by a person at least 18
years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian, or is handling or operating
the firearm during that class under the supervision of an instructor. |

SECTION 5. 29.304 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.304 (2) (a) Restrictions on hunting. No person 12 years of age or older but

under 14 years of age may hunt unless he or she is accompanied by -a- his or her

parent or guardian, or by a person at least 18 years of age who is designated by the

parent or guardian.
SECTION 6. 29.304 (2) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.304 (2) (b) 1. Is accompanied by -a- his or her parent or guardian or by a

person at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian; or
SECTION 7. 29.304 (3) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.304 (3) (a) 1. Is accompanied by -a- his or her parent or guardian or by a
person at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian;

SECTION 8. 29.304 (3) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.304 (3) (b) 1. Is accompanied by -a- his or her parent or guardian or by a

person at least 18 years of age who is designated by the parent or guardian;
SECTION 9. 29.304 (4m) of the statutes is created to read:
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29.304 (4m) HUNTING MENTORSHIP PROGRAM. The prohibition specified in sub.
(1) (a) and the restrictions specified in subs. (1) (b) to (d), (2), and (3) do not apply to
a person who is hunting with a mentor and who complies with the requirements
specified under s. 29.592.

SECTION 10. 29.304 (5) of the statutes is renumbered 29.304 (5) (a) and
amended to read:

29.304 (5) (a) Notwithstanding subs. (1) to (3), a person 12 years of age or older
may possess or control a firearm and may hunt with a firearm er, bow and arrow, or
crossbow on land under the ownership of the person or the person’s family if no
license is required and if the firing of firearms is permitted on that land.

SECTION 11. 29.304 (5) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

29.304 (5) (b) The restrictions on the possession and control of a firearm under -
sub. (1) do not apply to a person using a firearm in target practice if he or she is
accompanied by his or her parent or guardian or by a person at least 18 years of age
who is designated by the parent or guardian.

SECTION 12. 29.563 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 4. Small game issued to 12-year—elds-to-17—year—eolds persons

who are under 18 vears of age: $6.25.

SECTION 13. 29.563 (2) (a) 5g. of the statutes is amended to read:
29.563 (2) (a) bg. Deer issued to-12—year—olds-to-17—year—olds persons who are

under 18 years of age: $17.25.
SECTION 14. 29.563 (2) (a) 8m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (2) (a) 8m. Archer issued to 12—-year—oldsto-17-year olds persons who

are under 18 vears of age: $17.25.

SECTION 15. 29.563 (2m) of the statutes is amended to read:
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29.563 (2m) HUNTING APPROVALS FOR CERTAIN NONRESIDENTS. The fees for

hunting approvals for a 12te-17-year—eld person who is under 18 years of age, who

is not a resident, and who exhibits proof that his or her parent is a resident shall be
the same as the fees for hunting approvals for residents under sub. (2) (a) and (c¢).
SECTION 16. 29.563 (4) (a) 1m. of the statutes is amended to read:
29.563 (4) (a) Im. Sports issued to 12-year—olds-to-17—year—olds persons who
are under 18 years of age: $32.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s option.
SECTION 17. 29.563 (4) (a) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (a) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12—year—olds-to-17—year—olds

persons who are under 18 years of age: $70.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s

option.

SECTION 18. 29.563 (4) (b) 1m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (b) 1m. Sports issued to 12—year—olds-to-17—year—olds persons who
are under 18 years of age: $33.25 or a greater amount at the applicant’s option.

SECTION 19. 29.563 (4) (b) 2m. of the statutes is amended to read:

29.563 (4) (b) 2m. Conservation patron issued to 12—-year—olds-to-17—year—olds
persons who under than 18 years of age: $72.25 or a greater amount at the
applicant’s option.

SECTION 20. 29.592 of the statutes is created to read:

29.592 Hunting mentorship program. (1) A person who is at least 10 years
of age may hunt in this state without obtaining a certificate of accomplishment under
s. 29.591 and may, while hunting, possess or control a firearm if all of the following
apply:

(a) At all times when hunting, the person is within arm’s reach of a mentor who

meets the qualifications under sub. (2).
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(b) The person holds a hunting approval.

(2) No person may serve as a qualified mentor for a hunter unless the person
meets all of the following requirements:

(a) The person is 18 years of age or older.

(b) The person is the parent or guardian of the person for whom he or she is
serving as a mentor or is authorized by the parent or guardian to serve as a mentor.
This requirement does not apply to a person serving as a mentor for a person who
is 18 years of age or older.

(c) At all times when serving as a mentor, the person is within arm’s reach of
the person for whom he or she is serving as a mentor.

(d) The person has been issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 29.591
or, if serving as a mentor for hunting elk, under s. 29.595 unless the person was born
before January 1, 1973, and is not required to obtain a certificate of accomplishment.

(e) The person holds a current valid hunting approval.

(3) A person who is authorized to hunt with a mentor under this section and
a mentor under this section with whom that person hunts may jointly have only onek
firearm, or if hunting with a crossbow is authorized under s. 29.171 (4) or 29.193 (2),
only one crossbow in their possession or control while hunting.

(4) A mentor under this section may take only one person hunting at a time for
whom he or she is serving as a mentor.

(5) The requirements under subs. (1) (b) and (2) (e) do not apply to a person who
is authorized to hunt without a hunting approval under s. 29.337 (1), 95.55 (5), or
169.19 (5).

SECTION 21. 29.593 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
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29.593 (1) (a) Except as provided under subs. (2), (2m) and (3), and s. 29.592

(1), no person born on or after January 1, 1973, may obtain any approval authorizing
hunting unless the person is issued a certificate of accomplishment under s. 29.591.
SECTION 22. 169.20 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
169.20 (1) (a) The department shall issue a bird dog training license to any

individual who is at least 12 10 years of age who files a proper application and whe

pays the applicable fee. If the department issues a bird dog training license to an

individual who is under 12 years of age, the individual is subject to the restrictions

specified under s. 29.592.
SECTION 23. 169.20 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

169.20 (2) (a) The department shall issue a hound dog training license to any

individual who is at least 12 10 years of age who files a proper application and whe

pays the applicable fee. If the department issues a hound dog training license to an

individual who is under 12 years of age, the individual is subject to the restrictions

specified under s. 29.592.
SECTION 24. 169.33 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

169.33 (2) (d) An individual who applies for a bird dog training license or a
hound dog training license shall be at least 12 10 years of age. If the applicant is

under 12 vears of age, the applicant is subject to the restrictions specified under s.

29.592.

(END)
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